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CHAPTER |I.
The Introduction.

Because many have written of the Philosopher'seStathout any knowledge of the art; and the fewksoextent,
written by our learned predecess and true masters hereupon, are either logirarealed in the collections of st
(however despised) as are lovers and seekerswhhatcrets, we have taken a resolution to comeatsmiour
knowledge in this matter, to the intent that thad® are convinced the Philosophical Work is nddiat but
grounded in the possibility of Nature, may be faitly directed in their studies, and have an undedtzriterion to
distinguish between such authors as are genuireaf@tience and those who are spurious, as wiitjrigearsay
only.

We shall not on this occasion give a summary df te@mes who are undoubted masters in the arghalt take
occasion to introduce them, as it may be necesgatiye following chapters; and as their sensdtenoconcealed
under a studied ambiguity of expression, we sball of the gift which the Almighty hath dispensedus, declare
plainly, and without any reserve, the first matiethe Philosopher's Stone, the manner of proceetiiough the
whole process, both in the Vegetable and Metalinctlires, beginning with the Vegetable process, fas the most
easy and simple, yet well worthy the attentionlbirgenious persons, particularly the practicadwlists and
preparers of medicines.

CHAPTER II.
Of the Vegetable Tincture, or the Process called ¢hLesser Circulation.

Very few of the true philosophers have touched up@subject, for it seemed trifling in respecthe great work,
as the process in metals is generally termed;Heuetis a modern publication in English, a smaf tuodecimo,
without any author's name, having for its title:pismi, seu Circulus majus et Circulus minus, \ehethe whole
process is plainly laid down.

This book is written by an undoubted master inatieand no treatise, ancient or modern, is soi@kp the
directions for conducting the great work. The di@ts are very short, but much to the purpose,igeal/ithe reader
has an idea what part of the work is alluded te @tthor, agreeable to his title, delivers his dioetby way of
aphorisms. But to return from this digression.

We proposed in this chapter to lay open the vedeefaincess, as a clue to the more important wotkeérmineral
kingdom. A certain person, who is now living, amVertises balsam of honey, tincture of sage, asthrned his
studies this way; and from his great abilities gsafessed physician and botanist, has convindadptejudiced
persons that noble tinctures may be extracted fregetables. We hope this gentleman will not despisdree
communication, both to him and the public, if wewtthe insufficiency of his method, though it igémious, whil¢
we establish the rationale of ours on the nevéinfaground of truth and philosophy.

He observes, with a precision which can only refsalh numerous trials, that different herbs imghetir tinctures
in such proportions of alcohol as he has found Ibig.allowed that the volatile spirit and balsarsulphur are thus
extracted; but there are the essential, or fixald asmd sulphur of the herb yet left in the proc@sgese require
another management to extract, which he is eitirerant of, or is so disingenuous as to conceat titee public;
but that so noble a secret may lie open to alafgeneral advantage, here follows a plain accduthieovegetable
work.

Take any herb which is potent in medicine, andegigixtract the tincture with spirit of wine, or @ign the commot
way; reserve the distilled water, or tincture, wiseparated from the feces, for use. Then takeettesf or Caput
Mortuum, and calcine it to a calx. Grind this tonuter.

That done, take the water, or tincture, and mixithegether; distil again, and calcine, forcing theisture over by
a retort, in a wary process, calcining and coholgatie spirit on the salt till it attains a perfedtiteness and oily
nature, like the finest alkali, commonly calledraleh.

As your salt requires it in the process, have adigess more of the extracted tincture, or distiflpirit, that you
may not work it, viz., the salt, too dry; and yedbgeed cautiously, not adding too much of the moéstso that the
dealbating, or whitening, may keep visibly heiglimgrat every repetition of the process. Frequepegrments may
enableyou to push it on to a redness, but a fine yellpthe best of all; for the process tends, in itégotion at this
period, to a state of dryness, and must be manaika strong fire. By following these directiongmu have here
the two tinctures in the Vegetable Kingdom, ansmgtd the white and red tinctures in the mineral.



CHAPTER III.

Of the Uses of the Vegetable Tinctures, with somegeral remarks on their great efficacy in medicine.
You have, by carefully following our directions ateo procured the tinctures, white or yellow, in Yegetable
Kingdom. The yellow is more efficacious if the waskwell performed; either of them, by being exgbsethe air,
will soon run into a thick, essential oil, smelliagry strong of the plant, and the virtues of angrity may be
concentrated by often repeating the circulatiort. y@w have no need of this, unless for curioshgré being in
your tinctures a real permanent power to extrazegsential virtues of any herb you may requiréranersion
only, where the essential salt and volatile spiviiether with the sulphureous oil, are all corgainfloating on the
top of your tincture, and the terrestrial fecescjpitated to the bottom; not as in distillation,extraction of the
tincture with alcohol, while the stalk and textafethe plant are entire; no, this Vegetable Tinetdevours the
whole substance of the plant, and precipitates thdyearthy particles acquired in its vegetationictv no degree «
calcination could push to an alkali, without itsestial salt.

Such is the virtue of our Vegetable Tincture; drttié operation be never so often repeated witflerdint herbs, it
loses nothing of its virtue, or quantity or qualitasting up the virtues of whatever herb is immérand
precipitating the earth as before when both ardyeseparated and the medicine preserved for use.

Let a medicine, thus prepared, be examined, angrtheiples by which it is extracted, with the gealenethods of
preparation; if the distilled water for instancéaay aromatical or balsamic herb, be took, commxerience will
convince us that nothing but its volatile parts ecower the head; but take the Caput Mortuum, andlitalcine
after this process, and afford an alkali, whicbves itself to be an essential salt by its pungeaied will, in the air
run to an oil, which is its essential sulphur. diuytake the tincture extracted with alcohol, ithe same, only the
more resinous parts of some herbs may enrich tihaatxand the volatile sulphur giving the colodatent, be
retained, which escapes in distillation; but théepbvirtue or soul of the herb, if we may be akmiithe expressiol
goes to the dunghill. It is the same if the expedgsiice of the herb is used; and if taken in pawdesubstance, as
it is sometimes prescribed, but little of its vefueyond its nourishing quality, can be commueitab the patient,
except as a bitter or a vermifuge, in which cageghaps, it is best by way of infusion.

Let none despise the operation above laid downusedais not to be found in the ordinary booksleémistry; bu
consider the possibility of Nature, who brings abmanderful effects by the most simple causesheeitet any
imagine this process so easy as to perform it witsome trials, patiently attending to her opersatiand
endeavoring to account for any deficiency in tharse of his work. For this reason it will be propeat the artist
forms to himself an idea what the intention is toqure, how far Nature has prepared his matteroik wpon, in
what state she has left it, and how far it mayxmted above the ordinary point of virtue, whicleduld attain in
the crude air, and this by the Philosophic Artstgsj Nature, as a handmaid, with an administratiodue heat,
which is nutritive and not corrosive.

A recapitulation of the foregoing process, with gomamarks on the different stages, will be suffitieere to
explain our meaning above, and prepare the readevifat follows concerning the metallic tincture Sione of the
Philosophers.

The virtues of herbs and simples are confesse@igt@nd manifold; among these, some are poisomulisarcotic
yet of great use in medicine; none of them but vgame preparation @orrection. Now the common ways of do
this are defective; neither preserving the virtagre, nor furnishing any menstruum capable of dairwith
expedition and certainty. Alcohol, as was beforsesbed, will extract a tincture and distillatiosrit. We reject
neither of these methods in our work, as they aedulito decompound the subject; but we are naecmwith a
part of its virtues.

To speak philosophically, we would have its solijoh is in its Essential Salt, and its spirit, whis in the
Inflammable Sulphur. The body in which these redide are not concerned for; it is mere earth, aostmeturn
from whence it came: whereas the soul and spgiparadisiacal, if the artist can free them frogirtbarthy prison
without loss; but this can only be done by deathdé&istand us aright. Philosophically speaking, ooenis meant
than decomposition of the subject into its firghpiples, as the uniting them more permanently w&ittincrease of
virtue is most emphatically called a resurrectiod eegeneration. Now this decompounding is to beedeith
judgment, so as not to corrode or destroy, butldithe matter into its integral parts. At this pdrof the work the
artist will consider what is further intended, kagpNature in view, who, if she is properly assisie her
operations, produces from the dissolution of arbjextt something more excellent, as in a grain oficor any
vegetable seed, which by cultivation may be pusbedsurprising produce; but then it mdg# first, as our Bless¢
Saviour very emphatically observes: and let thigsngadwell upon the artist's imagination, that heynknow what
he generally intends; for the whole philosophicatky both in vegetables and minerals, is only atifyang of the
subject, and reviving it again to a more excelldet



Now if the intention in the foregoing process wadncrease simply any vegetable in its kind, thetetion and
revivification must follow the ordinary course adgetation by the medium of seed; and Nature cantmnhssisted
by fertilizing the soil, together with a proper tiilsution of heat and moisture. Yet there are nabting authors,
and particularly Paracelsus, who boldly descritmeesses wherein the vital quality of the seed kas ldestroyed
by calcination, and yet brought to life again & feasure of an artist. Such reveries are a stamghilosophy,
and a snare to the superficial reader, who is gdlganore struck with impossibilities, roundly agsel, than the
modesty of true artists. These confess their ojpgraare within the bounds of Nature, whose lirtfiesy cannot
surpass.

The reader, then, will consider that our intenti@ne is not to increase the seminal quality, babiacenter, in a
little compass, the medicinal virtues of a herbtuxalis desirous of this in all her productionst, ¢an only rise to
such a point of perfection, in her ordinary couthepugh the crudity of the air and fixing powertbé elements.
Now if we take the vegetables at that point of @etibn to which she has pushed them, and fartisstdser in
decompounding, purifying, uniting, and reviving gubject, we obtain, what she could not otherwiseljice, a
real permanent tincture, the quintessence, agdlied, or such a harmonious mixture of the fdamentary
qualities as constitutes a fifth, from thencefanitiissoluble, and not to be debased with any intypuri

But the virtue of this Vegetable Tincture is capabl improvement ad infinitum, in its own kind, bgding more o
its spirit or extracted tinture, and repeatingthreulation, which is every time more speedily $im¢d, as there is a
magnetical quality in the fixed salt, and essemtiklwhich assimilates to itself all the real vies of what is added,
only rejecting the feculent, earthy qualities; lsattin a grain of the tincture much virtue may baaentered, not at
all corrosive or ardent, but friendly to the anirfif, and most powerful as a medicine for disosdehich the herb
is appropriated to cure. Nay, something of thisiratvas still sought for by the distillers of artiepirits, when
phlegm has been drawn away from the volatile sulpfiLit becames proof spirit, as it is termedhiah will burn
dry, a plain indication that it contained nothirggential in it from the subject out of which it wedracted: for that
which is essential cannot be destroyed by thelfinejs reddened to an alkaline salt, having ircéster an
Incombustible Sulphur, which, on exposing to the mianifests itself both to the sight and touchwiNi this Salt
and Sulphur are purified, and the distilled spaitextracted tincture, added, Nature finds a sutbjderein she can
carry her operations to the highest limit, if atishfurnishes hewith proper vessels, and a degree of heat suita
her intentions.

CHAPTER IV.
Of the Metallic Tincture.

When we undertook a description of the vegetaldegss, it was chiefly with a view to familiarizesthreader to a
general idea of the Philosophic Work in metalyath proceed upon the same principles, only theunirs of
metals are more difficult to extract, and strongegrees of heat are required, as well as moreeddrtist's time an
patience; neither can he succeed in the operatithowut frequent trials, and a constant considenati¢thin his

mind as to what is within the possibility of Nature
For this purpose it is necessary to know the coitipaof metals, that he may know how to decompoand
reduce them to their first principles, which isatted of very mysteriously by the philosophers, pagosely
concealed, as the right key to unlock all the gsa&Nature. We shall be more explicit on thisthdar the time
draws near when, as Sendivogius has observedottieation of the Stone will be discovered as piaad the
making of cheese from rennet. But we warn the neadeto imitate Midas in the fable, by seeking tiudble
tincture in metals out of covetousness; for the inise men seek only a medicine for human infigsitiand esteem
gold but as it furnishes them with the means oépehdence and the exercise of universal benefic@hes
communicate their talents, without vain glory otemsation, to such as are worthy searchers of Mahut
concealing their names as much as possible, whifey| as well as their knowledge of the mystegnirthe world.
We shall herein follow their example, and yet writere plainly of the Metallic Process than anyhafh has
hitherto done, knowing that the providence of theslvHigh will effectually guard this Arcanum fromlling into
the hands of covetous gold seekers and knavishrtets to the Art of Transmutation; because tisé siort of men
will, from their impatience, soon leave the simipjiof Nature for processes of more subtlety ineeriby the latter,
and adapted to such avaricious views as the other formed, who, judging of things by their owrpgng
dispositions, know not the noble liberality of Niatubut imagine some gold must be advanced beferevdl
replenish their heaps. This is well foreseen bgéhemoke sellers, who receive what they can catclithey were
her proper agents; and, having no conscience ta ptgp to their imposition, the deception is kgptill all
vanishes in smoke.
Let it be observed, then, that all who have writtarthe art, from undoubted principles, asserttti@igenuine
process is not expensive; time and fuel, with mataleur, being all allowed for. Besides, the mattebe wrought



upon is easy tprocure by the consent of all. A small quantitygofd and silver is, indeed, necessary when thae
is made, as a medium for its tinging either inwHnéte or red tinctures, which such pretenders haged from
books of philosophers as a plausible pretencelidh® avaricious both of their time and money;thetr pretences
are so gross that none can be sufferers in thieegsf they have not justly deserved it.

The reader may then rest assured that this prixess expensive, and reject all authors or piiacidrs who
advance anything contrary to this established wermembering the simplicity of Nature in her agiems,
observing her frugal method in the production, aadsummate wisdom in the dissolution of things;aglsv
endeavoring at something perfect in a new prodoc#md because we are here proposing to help remietallic
process, as before in the vegetable, let us canaitiitle how she forms the metals, in what stdte has left them,
and what need there is of the artist's skill tasa$er in pushing them to that degree of perfectiey are capable
of attaining.

All true philosophers agree that the First Mattemetals is a moist vapor, raised by the actiothefcentral fire in
the bowels of the earth, which, circulating throutghpores, meets with the crude air, and is cadgdlby it into an
unctuous water, adhering to the earth, which sdt\fes a receptacle, where it is joined to a sulpmore or less
pure, and a salt more or less fixing, which iteatts from the air, and, receiving a certain degfesncoction from
the central and solar heat, is formed into stomelsracks, minerals, and metals. These were allddrof the same
moist vapor originally, but are thus varied frore tifferent impregnations of the sperm, the quaftgalt and
sulphur with which it is fixed, and the purity dfe earth which serves it for a matrix; for whatewertion of this
moist vapor is taking along its impurities, is sat@prived of heat, both solar and central, andjtbsser parts,
forming a mucilaginous substance, furnish the matteommon rocks and stones. But when this mapby is
sublimed, very slowly, through a fine earth, nottaking of a sulphureous unctuously, pebbles amadd; for the
sperm of these beautiful, variegated stones, wiltbias, alabasters, etc., separates this depwaped, both for
their first formation and continual growth. Geme ar like manner formed of this moist vapor wheméets with
pure salt water, witlwhich it is fixed in a cold place. But if it isBlimed leisurely through places which are hot
pure, where the fatness of sulphur adheres thistvapor, which the philosophers call their Meygus joined to
that fathess and becomes an unctuous matter, whining afterwards to other places, cleansed bgfie-named
vapors, where the earth is subtle, pure, and nfdistthe pores of it, and so gold is made.

But if the unctuous matter comes into places calllimpure, lead, or Saturn, is produced; if thetebe cold and
pure, mixed with sulphur, the result is copperv@ilalso is formed of this vapor, where it abouimdgurity, but
mixed with a laser degree of sulphur and not sieffity concocted. In tin, or Jupiter, as it is edll it abounds, but
in less purity. In Mars, or iron, it is in a lesggpportion impure, and mixed with an adjust sulphu

Hence it appears that the First Matter of metatsis thing, and not many, homogeneous, but alteyete
diversity of places and sulphurs with which it @bined. The philosophers frequently describertiaster.
Sendivogius calls it heavenly water, not wetting tiands; not vulgar, but almost like rain water.eWhliermes
calls it a bird without wings, figuring thereby itaporous nature, is it well described. When hes¢hé sun its
father and the moon its mother, he signifies thist produced by the action of heat upon moistitken he says tl
wind carries it in its belly, he only means that #ir is its receptacle. When he affirms that wiigcimferior is like
that which is superior, he teaches that the samperan the surface of the earth furnishes the maftein and
dew, wherewith all things are nourished in the vale and animal kingdoms. This now is what thégsloiphers
call their Mercury and affirm it to be found in #itlings, as it is in fact. This makes some supjitadsebe in the
human body, others in the dunghill, which has ofiewildered such as are fond of philosophical sties, and fly
from one thing to another, without any fixed theabput what they would seek, expecting to finchim Yegetable
or Animal Kingdoms the utmost perfection of the klial. To this mistake of theirs, without doubt, ffelosopher:
have contributed with antention of hiding their First Matter from the unwloy; in which they were, perhaps, m
cautious than is necessary, for Sendivogius dectha occasionally, in discourse, he had intim#tedart plainly
word by word to some who accounted themselves aecyrate philosophers; but they conceived sucHesubt
notions, far beyond the simplicity of Nature, thiay could not, to any purpose, understand his mgan
Wherefore, he professes little fear of its beirggdiered but to those who have it according tqtu pleasure
and providence of the Most High.

This benevolent disposition has induced him toatecinore openly the First Matter, and fix the aitishis search
of it to the mineral kingdom; for, quoting Albertdagnus, who wrote that, in his time, grains ofdyatre found
betwixt the teeth of a dead man in his grave, rsentes that Albertus could not account for thisaaii, but judge:
it to be by reason of the mineral virtue in maringeconfirmed by that saying of Morien: "And thistter, O King,
is extracted from thee." But this is erroneous Marien understood those things philosophicallg, thineral virtue
residing in its own kingdom, distinct from the amilmit is true, indeed, in the animal kingdom meycwr
humidity, is as the matter, and sulphur, or mariothe bones, as the virtue; but the animal ismiokeral, and vice



versa. If the virtue of the animal sulphur were inaian, the blood, or mercury, could not be coaigul into flesh
and bones; so if there were not a vegetable sulptthe vegetable kingdom, it could not coagulaéder, or the
vegetable mercury, into herbs, etc. The samelie tonderstood in the mineral kingdom.

These three kingdoms do not, indeed, differ inrtiigiue, nor the three sulphurs, as every sulptasa power to
coagulate its own mercury; and every mercury hasveer of being coagulated by its own proper sulpaod by ni
other which is a stranger to it.

Now the reason why gold was found betwixt the tedth dead man is this: because in his lifetimecongr had
been administered to him, either by unction, turbidsome other way; and it is the nature of thigahto ascend to
the mouth, forming itself an outlet there, to ba@wated with the spittle. If, then, in the timesath treatment, the
sick man died, the mercury, not finding an egremsiained in his mouth between his teeth, and theasa
becoming a natural matrix to ripen the mercuryas shut up for a long time, till it was congeailet gold by its
own proper sulphur, being purified by the corrogidegm of the man's body; but this would neverehlaappened
if mineral mercury had not been administered to. him

CHAPTER V.
Of the Second Matter, or Seed in Metals.

All philosophers affirm, with one conserhat metals have a seed by which they are isedkaand that this semit
quality is the same in all of them; but it is petfg ripened in gold only, where the bond of unisso fixed that it
is most difficult to decompound the subject, andcpre it for the Philosophical Work. But some, wiere adepts

in the art, have by painful processes taken galdhieir male, and the mercury, which they knew tiowxtract
from the less compacted metals, for a female: s@ineeasier process, but to find out the possilufimaking the
stone this way; and have succeeded, giving thibadetore openly to conceal the true confectioncivig most
easy and simple. We shall, therefore, set bef@edhader a landmark, to keep him from trippingtas dlifficulty,
by considering what is the seed wherein the meralsncreased, that the artist may be no longeld@ds where to
seek for it, keeping in view the writings of ouateed predecessors on this subject.

The seed of metals is what the Sons of Wisdom balked their mercury, to distinguish it from quidier, which

it nearly resembles, being the radical moisturmefals. This, when judiciously extracted, withootrosives, or

fluxing, contains in it a seminal quality whose feet ripeness is only in gold; in the other methis crude, like
fruits which are yet green, not being sufficierdlgested by the heat of the sun and action of lgr@ents. We
observed that the radical moisture contains thd,sgkich is true: yet it is not thees#, but the sperm only, in whi
the vital principle floats, being invisible to tlege. But the mind perceives it, and in a true &is a central point

condensed air, wherein Nature, according to theofvitod, has included the first principleklife in everything, a:

well animal and vegetable as mineral; for in ansitak sperm may be seen, but not the includedipkinof

impregnation: this is a concentered point, to whidhsperm serves only as a vehicle, till, by ttea and ferment
of the matrix, the point wherein Nature has inchlidevital principle expands itself, and then ipé&ceivable in the
rudiments of an animal. So in any seculent frigt {ar instance, in an apple), the pulp or spermush more in
proportion than the seed included; and even thathwdippears to be seed is only a finer concoctf@perm,
including the vital stamina; as also in a graimvbieat the flour is only the sperm, the point ofetagjon is an
included air, which is kept by its sperm from thxéremes of cold and heat, till it finds a propertrixa where the
husk being softened with moisture, and warmed byhrat, the surrounding sperm putrefies, makingeleel, or
concentered air, to expand and to burst the husiting along in its motion a milky substance, askited to itself
from the putrefied sperm. This the condensing ¢yalfithe air includes in a film and hardens intgeam, all
according to the purpose of Nature.

"If this whole process of Nature, most wonderfuhigr operations, was not constantly repeated befareyes, the

simple process of vegetation would be equally motatical with that of the philosophers; yet how ttametals

increase, nay, how can anything be multiplied witrgeed? The true artists never pretend to multigals
without it, and can it be denied that Nature $§billows her first appointment? She always fructfibe seed when it
is put into a proper matrix. Does not she obeyngemious artist, who knows her operations, withguessibilities,
and attempts nothing beyond them? A husbandmamratds his ground with compost, burns the weeds, an
makes use of other operations. He steeps his sagdtious preparations, only taking care not tdrdgsts vital
principle; indeed, it never comes into his heatbtst it, or to boil it, in which he shows more edge of Nature
than some would-be philosophers do. Nature, likkeaal mother, rewards him with a more plentifarest, in
proportion as he has meliorated her seed and hedia more suitable matrix for its increase.

"The intelligent gardener goes farther; he knows tmshorten the process of vegetation, or retatda gathers

roses, cuts salads, and pulls green peas in witerthe curious inclined to admire plants andtfafiother

climates? He can produce them in his stoves tepgoh. Nature follows his directions unconstraingdvays



willing to obtain her end, viz., the perfectiontadr offspring.

"Open your eyes here, yet studious searchers afrdlds she so liberal in her perishing productjdrsy much
more in those which are permanent, and can subdis¢ fire? Attend, then, to her operations; ifiyarocure the
metallic seed, and ripen that by art which sheasyrages in perfecting, it cannot fail but she vétjard you with
an increase proportioned to the excellency of wulnject.

"The reader will be apt to exclaim here: "Very fiddl this is well; but how shall the seed of metdle procured,
and whence comes it that so few know how to gatBef o this it is answered that the philosophergehhitherto
industriously kept that a profound secret; someodselfish disposition, though otherwise good n@thers, who
wished only for worthy persons to whom they mighpart it, could not write of it openly, because emusness
and vanity have been governing principles in theldv@nd, being wise men, they knew that it wasthetwill of
the most High to inflame and cherish such odioogpters, the genuine offspring of pride and self-Jdug to banis
them out of the earth, wherefore they have beenhelt hitherto. But we, finding no restraint on ouind in that
respect, shall declare what we know: and the rdibeause we judge the time is come to demolisiyatden calf,
so long had in veneration by all ranks of men, ingoh that worth is estimated by the money a masgss®s; and
such is the inequality of possessions that man&iedalmost reducible to the rich, who are riotingxtravagance,
and the poor, who are in extreme want, smartingeutiee iron hand of oppression. Now the measumeegfuality
among the rich hastens to its limit, and the crthefpoor is come before the Lord: 'Who will gihemn to eat till
they shall be satisfied?"

Hereafter the rich shall see the vanity of theisgassions when compared with the treasures comatediby this
secret; for the riches it bestows are a blessimm {God, and not the squeezing of oppression. Begitdechief
excellence consists in making a medicine capablealing all diseases to which the human bodlddi, and
prolonging life to the utmost limits ordained betBreator of all things.

There want not other reasons for the manifestatfahe process; for skepticism has gone hand il kéth luxury
and oppression, insomuch that the fundamentaldrottiall revealed religion are disputed. These vaérays held
in veneration by the possessors of this art, asheageen from what they have left upon recordeir thooks: and,
indeed, the first principles of revealed religiar demonstrated from the whole process, for thd séenetals is
shown in corruption, and raised in incorruptiorisisown a natural body, and raised a spiritualybids known to
partake of the curse which came upon the eartm#or's sake, having in its composition a deadlggmiwhich cal
only be separated by regeneration in water andifioan, when it is thoroughly purified and exditenmediately
tinge imperfect metals and raise them to a stapedéction, being in this respect a lively emblehthat seed of
the woman, the Serpent Bruiser, who, through Hifesngs and death, hath entered into glory, hatirenceforth
power and authority to redeem, purify, and glogflythose who come unto Him as a mediator betwesah &d
mankind.

Such being our motives, we can no longer be sidenterning the seed of metals, but declare thatibntained in
the ores of metals, as wheat is in the grain; hadsbttish folly of alchemists has hindered themmfiadverting to
this, so that they have always sought it in thg&ulmetals, which are factitious and not a natpradiuction, therei
acting as foolishly as if a man should sow breatlexpect corn from it, or from an egg which is bdihope to
produce a chicken. Nay, though the philosophers lsaid many times the vulgar metals are dead,xteipéing
gold, which passes the fire, they could never imagi thing so simple as that the seed of metalsw@sined in
their ores, where alone it ought to be expectediesdldered is human ingenuity, when it leavestibaten track of
truth and Nature, to entangle itself in a multipjiof fine-spun inventions.

The searcher of Nature will rejoice greatly in tiscovery, as grounded in reason and sound plplgsdut to
fools it would be in vain, should even wisdom h#regy out in the streets. Wherefore, leaving spehsons to hug
themselves in their own imaginary importance, walgo on to observe that the ores of metals ard-oat Matter
or sperm, \erein the seed is contained, and the key of thisomsists in a right dissolution of the ores iatwater
which the philosophers call their mercury, or wattlife, and an earthy substance, which they fdamominated
their sulphur.

The first is called their woman, wife, Luna, anti@tnames, signifying that it is the feminine gtyaiin their seed;
and the other they have designated their man, hdsisol, etc., to point out its masculine quality.

In the separation and due conjunction of these hgtit, and careful management, there is generaietla
offspring, which they have for its excellency cdllbe quintessence or a subject wherein the feunehts are so
completely harmonized as to produce a fifth sulbgjsn the fire, without waste of substance, oridimion of its
virtue, wherefore they have given it the titlesSaflamander, Phoenix, and Son of the Sun.

CHAPTER VI.
Of the Dissolution and Extraction of the Seed in M&ls.



The true Sons of Science have always accountedighelution of metals as the master key to thiseart have

been particular in giving directions concerningitly keeping their readers in the dark as to thgest, whether

ores, or factitious metals, were to be chosen: whgn they say most to the purpose, then they nregdrgion of

metals rather than the ores, with an intentioneipiex those whom they thought unworthy of the art.

Thus the author of the "Philosophical Duet," oii@afjue between the stone, gold, and mercury, says:
"By the omnipotent God, and on the salvation ofsayl, | here declare to you earnest seekers, yrtg@iyour
earnest searching, the whole Philosophical Workg¢hvis only taken from one subject and perfectedria thing.
For we take this copper, and destroy it crude andggbody; we draw out its pure spirit, and afterhave purified
the earthy parts, we join them together, thus ntakiiMedicine of a Poison.
It is remarkable that he avoids mentioning the bt calls his subject copper, which is what thaly & metal of ths
vulgar, being indeed factitious, and not fit foe ttonfection of our Stone, having lost its semadlity in the fire;
but in other respects it is the plainest discowatant, and is accounted to be so by Sendivogius.
Yet the reader is not to suppose that the ore gbeois to be chosen in consequence of that amseas preferable
to others. No, the mercury, which is the metaliied, is attainable from all, and is easier to lieaeted from lead,
which is confirmed by the true adepts, advisingouseek for the noble child where it lies in a desg form, shut
up under the seal of Saturn; and, indeed, let gumposed, for an illustration of this subjectt #vay one would
propose to make malt, he may effect his purposkerother grains, but barley is generally chosenabse its germ
is made to sprout by a less tedious process, whitthall intents and purposes what we want inetkteaction of ou
mercury: neither are the proceeding different ithbrases, if regard is had to the fixity of ores] ¢he ease with
which barley gives forth its seminal virtue fronetslight cohesion of its parts.
Let the artist remark how a maltster manages lmdry wetting, to loosen the cohesion of its paatsl leaves the
rest to Nature, knowing that she will soon furrtise necessary heat for his purpose, if he doesufifar it to
escape by mismanagement in his laying of his heayhin, or raising the fermentation too high bgoatrary
proceeding, as it is well knowactual fire may be kindled from the fermentatidivegetable juices when crude; i
ripe corn, under such treatment, would soon bfeffihothing but hogs, or the dunghill. Now the imtien is to raise
such a fermentation only as will draw out the tafe mercury without spoiling it, either for tharth, if it was cas
there to fructify, or the kiln, if it is to be fixkat that precise point, by exhaling the Adventiienoisture, and thus
preserving the whole strength of its seminal qudét the purposes of brewing, or making malt $piri
Suppose, then, an artist would extract a mineratumg from the ores, and chooses an ore for higstitHe can
only assist Nature in the process by stirring wemtral heat, which she includes in everryghnot already putrefie
as a root of its life, in which it is increased.elimedium by which this central heat is put in moi®known to be
putrefaction; but the ores of every kind are fotmdesist putrefaction in all known processes ext@hey may,
indeed, when they have been fluxed in the firetremh a rust from the air, which is a gradual deposition of thei
substance, but this is only the natural decayagad body, not the putrefaction of its sperm ferghrposes of
propagation; and we are sensible from the heatroftes which is required to flux the ores, andstbeness of
their decay when deprived of their seminal quaijtley fluxation, that a heat which would destrog sleed in
vegetables may be necessary in the first stagpstafaction for the ores, as they will bear afisglwithout being
fluxed or losing anything but their sulphureous angenical impurities; in short, a matter in itsfmuch
extraneous to the seed of metals, as the chdfetavheat; wherefore, a careful separation of thgseasting, or
otherwise, is deservedly reckoned among the fipstations for the putrefaction of ores, and theembecause that
which has been calcined, by having its pores opgésedndered attractive, both of the air and othenstruums
proper for its decomposition.
Let the artist, therefore, by fire and manual opera separate the impure qualities from his subjgounding,
washing, and calcining, till no more blacknessomimunicated to his menstruum, for which pure radewis
sufficient. It will be seen on every repetitionthfs process, that what fouls the water is extraeemd the ore yet
exists in its individual metallic nature, excepisifluxed by a too intense heat, in which case fito longer fit for
our purpose; therefore fresh ore is to be used.
The matter being thus prepared, its central filkbhe awakened, if it is treated properly, accogdio the process
for extracting quicksilver from its ores, by keepitin a close heat, which is continued withoutnégsion of the
crude air, till the radical moisture is elevatedtie form of a vapor, and again condensed intotalliwewater,
analogous to quicksilver.
This is the true mercury of the Philosophers, énibif all their operations in the Hermetic Art.

CHAPTER VII.
Of the Separation and Further Treatment of our Phibsophical Seed.
The Putrefaction of our subject being thus compleiteexists under two forms; the moisture whictsveatracted,



and the residuum, being our Philosophical Eartle Whter contains its seminal virtue, and the earshproper
receptacle, wherein it may fructify. Let the watben, be separated and kept for use; calcineatib,dor an
impurity adheres to it which can only be taken algyire, and that, too, of the strongest degreehére there is
no danger of destroying the seminal quality, andeauth must be highly purified before it can rigka seed. This
is what Sendivogius means when he says: Burn fpéawutill it becomes Sulphur incombustible. Maogé in the
preparation what is of most use in the art; formercury is corrected (healed) by the sulphur, iela@uld be of n
use. Let, therefore, the earthy part be well caldjrand return the mercury on the calcined eaftiérveards draw it
off by distillation; then calcine, cohere, and tllistepeating the process till the mercury is wedirected by the
sulphur, and the sulphur is purified to a whitenassl goes on to red, a sign of its complete patibn, wlere yoL
have the Philosophical Male and Female ready fojuration. This must now be managed with judgmasthe
noble child may be yet strangled in the birth; dllithings are easy to an ingenious artist, whongthe proportio
of mixture required and accommodates his operatmtise intention of Nature, for which purpose \kalb
faithfully conduct him according to our ability.

CHAPTER VIII.
Of the Union or Mystical Marriage in the Philosophical Process.

The seed and its earth being thus prepared, noteimgins but a judicious conjunction of them togetifor it too
much moisture prevails, the philosophical egg mangtbefore it can go through the heat necessarjsfbatching
To speak without a figure. Our subject must novebelosedn a small glass vial, made strong enough to bekr

heat, which is to be raised gradually to the higdegree: the best form for this vessel being ¢fian oil flask,
with a long neck; but these are much too thin instance for this operation. In such a vessel thxtund is to be
sealed hermetically, and digested so long ti§ itixed into a dry concretion; but, if, as we olsel, the moisture
should predominate, there is great danger of teealdursting, with a vapor which cannot be corereat by the
fixing quality in the matter. The intention is, metheless, to fix our subject in the heat, andesaler its future
destruction impossible.
On the other hand, if the dry, fixing quality oktBulphur exceeds so as not to suffer an alteraatdution of its
substance into vapors, and a re-manifestatiors dixihg quality, by causing the whole to subsidetie bottom of
the vessel till the matter again liquefies and isb$ (which Ripley has well described), there isgda of the whle
vitrifying; and thus you shall have only glass @& of the noble tincture. To avoid these two ené®git is very
proper that the purified earth be reduced by maopeatation to an impalpable fineness, and thecoitsected
mercury must be added, incorporating both togditi¢he earth will imbibe no more. This operatiaill require
time, with some degree of the artist's patiencehéwever the humidity may seem disproportionateletting it
rest awhile, a dryness on the surface of your maitileshow that it is capable of imbibing more, that the
operation is to be repeated till it is fully sati@@ which may be known from its bearing the aithaut any
remarkable change of surface from dry to humidparthe contrary, if so, the conjunction is welldaawhich is
farther confirmed if a small portion be spread upahin plate if iron, heated till it flows gentlike wax, casting
forth the moisture with heat and again absorbinghien cold, so as to return to the former consggtghut if a
clamminess ensures it is a sign you have exceedd iquantity of humidity, which must be extrachsddistilling
again and repeating the process till it is right.
Your sulphur and mercury being thus united, puirtieto a glass vial, before described, in suchantjty as to
take up one-third of its contents, leaving two4dhkirincluding the neck, for the circulation of yaonatter.
Secure the neck of your vial with a temporary lgtat the first, and give a gentle heat, observihgther it
sublimes and fixes alternately. If it easily sutdBrand shows a disposition, at intervals, to sebsidhe bottom of
the vessel, all is well conducted hitherto; for theisture will first be predominant, which the dulip can only
perfectly absorb as the heat is increased for ¢infeqt ripening of our Paradisiacal Fruit. Therefaf it manifests a
too early disposition for fixing, add more of therected mercury till Luna rises resplendent indeason; she will
give place to the Sun in his turn. This would be linguage of an adept on this occasion, only stiggethat the
female quality in our prepared seed is first agtikile the male is passive, and that it is aftedsgassive while
the male is active, such being the case in alltagigm; for every germ which is the first rudimenfsa herb or tree,
is predominant in moisture, and then only becomesifwhen it is fully concocted in the seed.

CHAPTER IX.
Of the Further Treatment and Ripening of our Seed.
This is deservedly called the Great Work of thddoiphers; and the artist having done his parehith must seal
up his glass hermetically, an operation which eveaker of barometers knows how to perform.
The glass is then to be put into a furnace withog@r nest contrived for its reception, so as @ @i continual heat



from the first to the fourth degree, and to affthrd artist an opportunity, from time to time, offrecting every
change which his matter assumes during the proegsmut danger of damping the heat and puttingpp o its
perfect circulation. A heat of the first degreausficient at the first, for some months, in whitiethod much time
may be lost by a young practitioner, till he kndveav to handle his matter from experience; but theis not so
liable to be disappointed with the bursting of \éssel or the matter vitrifying.

Thus you have arrived at the desired sté@@-in our Philosophical Work, which, though it yr@ppear in the artis
power to ripen, depends no less on the Divine lriggban the harvest, which a painful husbandmamioa the
presumption to expect otherwise than from God'sfiesnce.

There are many requisites to entitle anyone t@t®session of our philosophical harvest, and thelaborers in it
have sought for such persons to whom they mightheconicate it, by evident testimony of the sensesy afhich
they account the confection of our Stone an easggss, manageable by women and children; but withath a
communication, there is a necessity that thosewddd undertake it are endowed by Nature with geiious
mind, patient to observe and accurate to investigat ordinary appearances which, from their commaes, are
less noticed than such phenomena as are more suhiough of less importance; yet these for the pagtemploy
the precious time of those egregious triflers,ttoglern virtuosi. These smatterers in discovery stiell or
butterfly differently streaked from those of thergakind: and all the while water, air, earth, fingth their
continual changes and resolutions into one anoliyethe medium of our atmosphere, through the &tffoof the
central and solar heat, are unstudied by thesedalmibhilosophers; so that a sensible rustic has neal
knowledge, in this respect, than a collector ofiradtrarities, and makes a much wiser use of tipegances he has
acquired.

CHAPTER X.
Of the Further Process to the Ripening of our Nobl&eed.

Supposing such dispositions in the artist as haems Ipreviously laid down, and the work well perfethhitherto,
for his direction herein we shall describe the gieawhich our subject undergoes during the secartcbpthe
process, commonly called the Great Work of thed@bibhers.

Our vessel being warily heated at flist for fear of its cracking, an ebullition ofdlcontained matter is brought
so that the moisture is alternately circulated hite/fumes above, and condensed below, which matree for a
month or two, nay longer, increasing the heat gaigltio another degree, as your matter discovelisgosition for
fixing, by the vapor continuing at longer intervatsndensed, and rising in a lesser quantity, afsimcolor, or othe

dark shades, which it will assume as a medium tfepeblackness, the first desirable stage in @uvésst. Other
colors may be exhibited in this part of the worlkthaut danger, if they pass transiently; but ifiafaedness, like
that of the corn poppy, continues, the matter idainger of vitrifying, either from an impatient urg of the fire, or
the moisture not being sufficiently predominant. iAgenious artist can remedy this by opening hissgkand
adding more of the corrected mercury, sealing iasijpefore; but a novice would do much better éwent it by
governing his fire according to the appearancdssomatter, with judgment and patience, increagiifghe
moisture manifests its predominancy too long, dadking if the dry prevails, till such time as tha&pors become
dark; and after they have continued for some titrest, a pellicle or film on the matter showsdisposition for
fixing, retaining the vapor captive for some tirti it breaks through at different places on itsface (much like
the bituminous substance of coal in a solderirg) fiwith darker clouds, but quickly dissipated, gnowing less in
guantity, till the whole substance resembles mdfi¢ch, or the aforesaid bituminous substance, ldless and
less, resting in one entire black substance abdttem of your glass. This is called the blackrefdslack, the head
of the crow, etc., and is esteemed a desirable $tagur philosophical generation, being the pénbedtrefaction of
our seed, which will ere long show its vital priplei by a glorious manifestation of Seminal Virtue.

CHAPTER XI
A Further Description of the Process.

When the putrefaction of our seed has been thupleded, the fire may be increased till gloriousocslappear,
which the Sons of Art have called Cauda Pavonith@Peacock's Tail. These colors come and geeass
administered approaching to the third degreealliiis of a beautiful green, and as it ripens assimperfect

whiteness, which is the White Tincture, transmutimg inferior metals into silver, and very powerdsla medicine
But as the artist well knows it is capable of ahleigconcoction, he goes on increasing his firétt#dssumes a
yellow, then an orange or citron color; and theldlyogives a heat of the fourth degree, till it aggs a redness lil
blood taken from a sound person, which is a mangigs of its thorough concoction and fitness for tises
intended.



CHAPTER XII.
Of the Stone and its Uses.
Having thus completed the operation, let the vessel, and on opening it you will perceive youatter to be fixe
into a ponderous mass, thoroughly of a scarletrcalbich is easily reducible to powder by scrapioigptherwise,
and in being heated in the fire flows like wax, haitit smoking, flaming, or loss of substance, retgnvhen cold
to its former fixity, heavier than gold, bulk foull, yet easy to be dissolved in any liquid, in g¥ha few grains
being taken its operation most wonderfully pervattieshuman body, to the extirpation of all disosj@rolonging
life by its use to its utmost period; and hendeais obtained the appellation of "Panacea,"”

or a Universal Remedy. Therefore, be thankful ®Ntost High for the possession of such an inestiengel, an
account the possession of it not as the resulbof gwn ingenuity, but a gift bestowed, of God'sengounty, for
the relief of human infirmities, in which your néigor ought to share jointly with you, without anmydging or
sinister views, according to the charge delivetetheé Apostles: Freely have you received, freelpmmnicate,
remembering at the same time not to cast your pbafbre swine; in a word, to withhold the man#iisins of
Nature you are enabled to exhibit, by the possessiour Stone, from the vicious and unworthy.

CHAPTER XIIL.
Of the Transmutation.
It is much to be lamented that the seekers of abkmmowledge in this art propose, principally, ®&ence of

Transmutation as their ultimate view, and overlagkihe chief excellency of our Stone as a medicine.
Notwithstanding this grovelling spirit, we shallmait the issue to His Providence, and declare tamdmutation
(which, indeed, the philosophers do) openly, aftkich we shall describe the further circulatioroaf Stone for an
increase of its virtues, and then make an end ofreatise.
When the artist would transmute any metal- foransg, lead- let a quantity be melted in a cleanille, to which
let a few grains of gold in filings be cast; andentthe whole is melted, let him have in readind#étie@ of the
powder, which will easily scrape off from his "sihthe quantity inconsiderable, and cast it onntie¢al while in
fusion.
Immediately there will arise a thick fume, whichrmas off with it the impurities contained in theald, with a
crackling noise, and leaves the substance of Hetlansmuted into most pure gold, without any kihd
sophistication; the small quantity of gold addemvpus to projection, serves only as a mediunatilifate the
transmutation, and the quantity of your tincturbést ascertained by experience, as its virtuedpgrtioned to the
number of circulations you have given after thetfiras been completed.
For instance: when you have finished the stonsptlie it in our mercury again, wherein you havevjmesly
dissohed a few grains of pure gold. This operation isedwaithout trouble, both substances readily liquedyiPut i
into your vessel, as before, and go through thega® There is no danger in the management, bakibgeyour
vessel; and every time it is thus treated its eistare increased, in a ratio of ten to one hundréubusand, ten
thousand, etc., both in medicinal and transmutingjities; so that a small quantity may suffice tfee purposes of
an artist during the remaining term of his life.



